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INTERNATIONAL  1'iILITiiRY  TRIBUN  .L  FOR  THE  F.-.R  E  .ST 


THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  .vliERIC  .  ,  ot  al. 


against 


r.RiKI,  Sndao,  ot  ;1 


Sworn  Den os It ion 


Having  first  duly  sv/orn  on  oath  aa  on  attached  sheet 
and  in  accordance  Y/ith  the  procedure  followed  in  ny  countrv 
I  heroby  depose  as  follows. 


/S/  H. vN.  .Y.'.I'L. ,  N o  buka  t  su . 
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The  outline  of  my  personal-  hi-story  and  my  present  post 
are  ns  follows: 

Oraduated  from  the  Arts  Faculty  of  the  Tokyo  Imperial 
University.  (Majored  In  ^ndlnn  Philosophy) (March  1921) 
Studied  Japanese  Buddhism  in  the  post-graduate  course  of  th< 
Tokyo  Imperial  University  (From  April  1921  to  Maroh  1924) 
Residing  maxnly  in  England,  carried  out  research  on  Buddhisrr 

in  European  countries  and  America  (From  March  1924  to  Apr 
1926) 

Lectured  on  the  History  of  Japanese  ^uddhism  in  the  Tokyo 
Imperial  University,  the  Tohoku  Imperial  University,  the 
Kyushu  Imperial  diversity, the  Tokyo  Literature  and  i 
Science  College,  the  To'yp  •  University , the  Kokugakuin  Ooll< 
and  the  NIppcn  University  etc.  (From  April  1926  to  1946) 
Was  granted  an  Imperial  reward  by  the  Imnerial 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.c 


S'* 


T 


DOC  ir  245 


1)  Buddhism  is  the  religion  vhich  was  propagated  by  the  edict 
of  the  33rd  Emperor  SUIKO  in  tho  second  year  of  his  reign 
(A.D.  594)  and  was  followed  by  tho  successive  Emperors  as 
well  as  the  majority  of  the  Japanese  people  for  about  1,300 
years  until  tho  latter  part  of  the  121st  Emperor  KOMEI's 
reign  (A.D.  1866).  As  many  as  a  half  of  the  Emperors  who 
assendod  the  throne  during  this  period  abdicated  to  enter 
the  Buddhist  priesthood  and  left  there  homes,  pursuing  in 
solitude  and  quiet  tho  way  to  become  a  Buddha  (T-.N.  cf. 
two  classes  of  Buddhistio  faith  explained,  later)  There 
v/ere,  therefore,  not  a  few  Emperors,  Emperess  Howagers, 
Crown  Princes,  Princes,  and  Princesses  who,  following  those 
Emperors,  left  their  homos  and  bocamo  priests  or  priestosse 
This  custom  naturally  prevailed  among  the  nobility,  the 
•  military  class,  and  the  common  people.  Consequently,  promil 

Buddhist  priests  appeared  from  among  them.  Japanese  Buddhi 
has  thus  always  served  to  promote  tho  progress  of  Japan  as  » 
cultured  nation  aiming  at  poaco.  The  result  is  that  even 

now  ->thore  remain  many  Buddhist  temples  and  works  of  Bud¬ 
dhist  art  not  only  in  Kyoto  and  ^ara,  but  also  all  over 
the  coxintry,  and  also  that  Buddhist  costoms  are  no w  deeply 
rooted  in  many  phases  of  the  daily  life  of  the  nation.  In 
the  year  of  the  Meiji  Restoration  (A.D.  1867,)  moved  by  the 
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not,  until  the  reign  o:  - 

bucoossIvo  Emoorora  In  arms,  but  only  In 
Scholars  dress.  Although  eighty  ye. 
disappeared  from  the  Imperial 
,  ft  groater  part  of  the 
t  os  their  ancestors  were. 
iave  developed  in  Japan  have 

doctrines  have  keen  preached  In  accordance  with  the  feature 
of  an  ago  and  the  Individuality  of  the  preacher.  Today,  e. 
ore  divided  into  thirteen  sects,  which  have  many  more  branch 
But  they  are ,  after  all,  reduced  to  two  mm  n  classes:  one  1  - 
a»„ay  to  bring  the  actual  self  to  perfection  as  a  human  being 
ond  become  a  Buddha  or  an  enlightened  one  «  (writers  note. 

Buddha,  the  enlightened  one)  and  the  other  Is  the  "Way  to 
_ nnd  to  ask  Amita  Buddha 


Fact  that  we  can 
any  pictures  of  the 
Buddhist  priest  garb  or 
have  elapsed  since  Buddhism 
House  in  the  early  years  of  MEIJI 
people  still  remain  Buddhists  Jus 
The  doctrines  of  Buddhism  which  h 
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The  former  la  called  "The  way  of  a  saint  or  tne  aocarj.no 

of  salvation  by  works."  The  lattor,  "The  *’ay  of  the  common 

people"  or" the  Buddhistic  doctrine  of  salvation  by  faith". 

It  goes  without  saying  that  oitho*-  of  thoso  two  main  doctrine 

not  only  aim  at  self-completion,  but  also  at  making  all  other 

perfect  at  the  same  time.  As  for  those  to  be  lod  into  the 

faith,  Japanese  buddhism  makes  no  distinction  botweon  the  wis 

and  stupid,  the  rich  and  poor,  and  the  male  and  female,  not 

to  speak  of  raco  and  nationality.  It  makes  it  a  goal  to  ' ave 

all  creatures  oqually,  boing  unrostrictod  by  time  and  space. 

However,  it  might  bo  natural  that  Japanese  Buddhism  toachos 

the  multitude,  by  painting  to  the  "Height  of  Truth",  to 

practise  Justice  and  to  troad  the  path  of  humanity  for  ©leva*. 

ing  and  developing  the  culturo  of  the  State  as  a  spontaneous 

h 

manifestation  of  gratitude  for  tho  land  and  the  State  v^re  th 
yfittrc  born. 

3)  I  believe  that  Shintoism  is  not  a  roligion.  It  is  because  o 
is  unable  to  bollovo  in  religions  of  different  nature  at  the 

same  time.  It  must  have  been  impossible  to  worship  Shintoisn 

• 

which  have  been  followed  for  1,300  yoars  by  tho  wholo  nation 
as  w'ell  as  the  successive  Emperors.  Today,  every  Buddhist 
fMtniw  in  Jon  an  has  ^amidana  (T.N.  a  miniature  of  a  shrine)  in 
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(T.U.  Tutelary  Gods)  at  tho  same  tlmo  and  yet  do  not  feel  any 
contradiction.  Prom  tho so  facta  it  can  bo  said  that  Shintci* 
ia  not  a  roligion,  but  an  objoct  or  a  plnco  of  a  kind  of  rlt 
for  ancestor-worship. 

4)  In  Japan,  since  tho  Constitution  was  promulgated  by  tho  Em¬ 
peror  MEIJI,  froedom  of  faith,  us  ovory  ono  knows,  had  boon 
admitted  and  gonoraliy  put  into  of foot.  Accordingly,  to  bolj 
in  Buddhism^  Christianity  or  Shuhu  Shinto  (T.II.  Shintoism  o f 
various  sects)  as  a  roligion  has  boon  loft  to  tho  option  of 
individuals  of  tho  nation,  while  Shintoism  has  boon  followed 
by  tho  vholo  nation  as  somothing  different  from  a  religion. 

fi)  In  somo  overseas  areas  whoro  a  groat  many  Japanese  had 

immigrated,  thoro  wore  Shinto  Shrino3  oroctod  by  thorn,  I  am 
told,  but  ovon  in  this  case,  us  x  mentionod  bofore,  they  wore 
oroctod  not  as  what  vo  call  a  roligion,  but  for  tho  worship  t 
th03o  Japanese  immigrants  of  thoir  ancestors. 
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December  25  th,  1946 


t  the  International  Military  Triubunnl 


/S/  H.  .Y’-MA ,  Nobukatsu  (soal) 


I  cortify  that  the  above  montionod  porson  took  an  oath 


in  my  prosonco  and  affixed  his  signature  and  his  soal 


Witnoss:  /S/  Soiichiro  Ono(Sea 
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TRANSLATION  CERTIFICATE 


I  William  E.  Clurko.,  of  tho  Dofonso  ^nguago  Branch,  horeby 

' 

certify  that  tho  foregoing  translation  doscrlbod  in  tho  ujbta.vhed 


oortifiente  is,  to  tho  best  of  ray  knov'logo  and  boliof,  a  correct 


translation  and  is  as  no  \r  a3  possiblo  to  tho  moaning  of  the 


original  document. 


/S/  William  E.  Clarko 


Tokyo,  Japan 
Date  25  Jan  194 u 


(Affidavit  of  HANAYAM. . ,  Nobukatsu) 
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